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Book Review
Title: Jahan Gard (ciobe Troter
Author: Amir Bin Ali

Publishers: Nastalique, Lahore
Pages: 240 Price: Rs. 300/-
By: Dr. Amjad Parvez

It was a unearthing for me
when Amir Bin Ali
mentioned that the national
flower of Japan, Cherry has
its origins from Himalayan
mountains near Islamabad in
Pakistan With the passage of
time its growth spread in
other parts of India, America,
Canada, Korea and Japan. In
Japan it is called 'Sakora' in
local language. Flowers on
the trees appear only during
spring season and the
tradition of watching these
flowers is called 'Hanami'.
This information is available
_in the first section (on Japan)
of the book 'Jahan Gard' by
Amir Bin Ali. The reason
offered by the author for
writing this 'travelogue' 1s to
share his experiences with
the readers of whom he met,
what he witnessed and where
he went in his life-time. He
claims that he has compiled
these articles published in his
columns in the dailies Jang,
Khabrain and his literary
journal Arxang. He also says

that he has written these
columnsin such a manner that
these can be read by all
members of the familydevoid
of any touch of vulgarity.
This reviewer's first
impression of the book is 1ts
excellent, printing, quality
paper used and dedication of
the book to the soil of
Pakistan where drops of rain
emit such odour that is not
found elsewhere in the world.
There are nineteen articles
written on various aspects of

Japan where Amir Bin Ali
resides. He originally hails
from Mian Chunnoo. This
reviewer found the essay on
Hiroshima's atomic tomb
intriguing (Page 50). Despite
witnessing the hurricane
Harvey personally in Texas in
August 2017 that devastated
Houston, Sugarland and
suburbs, this reviewer agrees
with the author that the
atomic bombs that devastated
Hiroshima and Nagasaki was
a disaster unparalleled in the
history. A tomb survived
called A-tomb where 'A’
stands for the word Atomic. A
part of the tomb weighing
300 kg found in the sea shall
be used for further research.
It is not yet decided whether
this tomb shall be rebuilt or
shall remain as such as
heritage as declared by the
United Nations.

Another surprise for the
readers would be the Urdu
language sign boards in
Japan (Page 77). The history
of Urdu dates back to 1796
when work on Urdu
dictionary was initiated.
Today Japan has Urdu Chairs
in Tokyo, Osaka and Sai
Tama Universities. All this
brings us to witness the
importance and diversity of
Urdu language. The art of
small sized (few inches)
flowers is the specialty of
Japan. They are high priced
flowers and their export is
banned. Decoration of
flowers is another art
possessed by Japanese called
'Oshibana’.

{Continued Inner Pages)
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