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Amir Bin Ali and

"Sakura & Spice" Abdul Waheed Bismil

Received the heart touching
Travelogue®Sakura Spice "written
by a renowned writer and a
internationally known Pakistani
poect livirig in Japan for more than
a decade-Mr, Amir Bin Ali
through one of my loving friends
and a prominent literary figure of
Lahore-Mr, Hassan Abbasi ,
Although, it is a bit difficult to go
through a book now a days as
there are hundreds and thousands
of books written in a casual
manner and stereo style and --a
reader could pay his maximum
attention up to a few pages only,
But, if the starting ingredients of a
book are  showing  some
importance, the book definitely
attractsthe reader who will try to
read it out from start to the end,
And same was the position of
mine while going through this
travelogue, There-were numerous
parts of #e said book that not only
attracted me to read but created a
whish and will to know Japan in
its different eras of development,
its people, - their habits, manners,’
the way" of 'life, their spiritual,
social cultural political
economic and aesthetlcal values in
detail but with a charm of noticing
and analyzing a fascinating style

- of writing in a foreign language.

The matter that captured my
attention was the light and simple
way of telling. the values, customs:
and rituals of a society and that
too, through a person, who knows
all about that but disseminates the
most  attractive and important
information, keeping in view, the
need of the readers and not -to

show his own literary knowledge,
skills and command over the
subject, So, I tried to read it out
and that took my two consecutive
days, But it was a pleasant
experience to go through the
contents of the“SakuraSpice,”
Coming to :the crux of my
knowledge attained after having
gone through the- said book, It is
fascinating to learn that the writer
has paid his utmost attention with
extreme devotion and justified to
write a travelogue, not.only foxing

upon a certain city, place or a

‘portion ‘thereof but the entire
Japan stands focused in the
book.The book started with a
prime habit of the J apanese that as
per their social value and custom,

_they. do not use the word “NO”

barely, but have some proper-and
most appreciated manner to say“
yes “first andthen g to let the
opponent -understand the “N O )”
with some gesture (hidden behind
their usual“YES,“Here, I realized
our -own tradltlon and a common
way- of a good - conversation
saying“ jeeNaecen ,”Soon after,
the book took me to a custom of
the Japanese Society relating to
the brokenutensilsas they do not
throw out the cracked utensils. but
try to get the same repaired with a
joint of a precious. metal like
Gold, Silver or platinum, This
repairing further relates to ‘build
up the broken relations
friendship or fellows apart from
the domestic binding,

The writer further elaborated
the most unwanted habit of the
people  which is,  although,

§ ~024d U

million

of -

condemned all over the world yet
common every-where and that is
the “Bagging” but you can’t
explore any bagger in Japan,
Another social value of that
society has also been mentioned
that a customer is not supposed to
hand over the money to the shop

.keeper over their hands but one

had to keep it in a small tray
available at -the shops/counters

-and the same is taken by the sales

men or the  shop keepers
accordingly .Likewise, there is no
trend-of paying Tips to the waiters
at any restaurant or hotel in that
country., The book further tells us
about the 'living manners of the
Japanese that there are about 126
people living in the
country but you will never see any

-place without proper sanitation,
. Nobody

_ is allowed to throw
anything that becomes a part of
garbage on the roads, parks and

‘any other public place, Mare over

the sanitary: workers perform their
duties: round the clock where
needed and thus a clean and
beautiful society and its country
can been seen by everyone, There
is another interesting resemblance

‘with our ancient tradition and that -

is to 'take off the shoes at the
entrance of the house or the place
of worship, That is also catching
the heart, ‘

Acsthetic  scnse  is  always
known as a symbol of
sophistication of a. person. or the
society at large, Exploring this
aspect of life, the writers'tells that
the Japanese have this sense up to
an cxtreme, that’s why they cnjoy
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:nd celebrate the blooming season
of the Cherry Blossom as a
festival called“ Hanami,”Cherry
Blossom is their National flower
and during its blooming most of
the people - includiﬁg clderly
women enjoys the flowery scene
while this flower is also known as
the symbol of purity and
piousness, They have their own
name “Sakura” for the cherry
Blossom in their local language.
The writer had rightly selected the
title of the book taking out this
name from their most liked and
lovely articles. The book also tells
that the Japanese are deadly
respecting the scientists and.the
researchers as they recognize
Thomson Edison, the inventor of
the Electric bulb as the god of
Light .In this chapter the writer
has also- explained in detail about
the properties of the Bamboo Tree
which was primarily used in‘the
filament of the Electric Bulb by its
inventor, The most interesting
discussion in this chapter relates
to the great Muslim thinker and
poet Maulana Room who wrote
the Masnavi and discussed the
importance of+- the Bamboo
relating to the flute which is made
up of Bamboo wood - ,Going
further Mr, Amir bin Ali depicted
a beautiful face ofPhilosophical
work carried out by our National
poet Sir Allama Muhammad Igbal
and spreading among the people
of Japan by virtue of their
Educational system arranging a
suitable’ environment for the
teachers and the scholars, For this
purpose Urdu Departments are
“working at three Universities of
Japan- where a lot of work had
been done on Allama Mohammad
Igbal and his thoughts, It is also

learnt via this travelogue that
“Iqbal Day” is celcbrated over
there,

- The writer also discussed
some thoughts and theories like
Revolution verses evolution along
with the impact of Russian
Bolshevik Revolution over the
country, Similarly the fear of the
Europeans of colonization and the
Japan remained blocked for the
incomers and the out goings, This
trend delayed the industrialization
but when this nation capture the
way, moved so fast that surpassed
many of the big Industrialized
nations of the world ,,That shows
the hard working nature of the
Japanese, The author further
indicated . that there is great love
for the work man but no attention
or respect for the idle ones. A

‘strange story of a jobless person is

‘also narrated in the book who
buys a truck, not for any loading
purpose but just to show his
neighbor that he is on job ,
Another interesting aspect of that
society is read in the book that the
Science of Love is being taught in
the educational Institutions as a
subject where interested . student
get admission and learn the
antiquates of proposing/liking

someone for the marriage
purpose, What a society where
nobody can touch the other even
men do not shake hand with each
other, But a good sign of that
society is also. there that is of a
smiling face, Every one has to
portray a smile over his/her face
while working anywhere
conversing to anyone, Here the
writer very importantly mentioned
the Hadith of our Holy Prophet

Hazrat Mubammad(peace be upon
Him( that just smiling for a fellow

or.

Muslim is a charity. The book
also tells about religious freedom
for the Muslims in the country, the
Mosques and the relaxation during
the month of Ramadhan,

M r . Amir has written this
Travelogue in such a manner that
each and every section of the life
has been covered in the book
whether it relates to the spiritual
thoughts of the Japanese, the
outcome of the world war-II
aftermath - -of the  atomic
bombardment- where“little boy”
and the “ Big man “were thrown

.over Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the

ratio of high suicides, the dream
of a girl for Green Roses
decreasing population, Halal Nail
Polish, My Bag Challenge, story
of a back packed Journalist ,Stone
Garden and Month of August
associated with the memories of
the war and the atomic explosion,
Invention of QR Code, Drone
delivery of the News Papers |
world Tallest’ Tower ) sky Tree
Technological Miracle, t h e
customs of Royal - Family
marriages, G-20summit the
Secrets.of Prosperity ,and in short
what about Japan, that is not
mentioned in this book.

The "writer is fully aware of
his work and knows the need of
the readers and the literary
componentsof a travelogue, so this
book can be termed as a reference
book to Japan for the travellers,
traders and the visitors apart from
a valuable addition in the English
Literature of our home land, Amir
bin Ali really deserves heartiest
and profound congratulations on
publication of such a remarkable
book ,
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