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Funeral of Happiness!

By Koko Di
Islamabuad

Your shadow behind the log,
merging in the mist and fog
Fading in the drooping sun,
Leaving all promises undone,
Vanishing in the crimson hue,
Mixing In the frost and dew.

It is an Autumn in the mid of May
And the darkness of the day,

And the rule of loneliness,

And the Funeral of happiness,
And the end of life,

And the finality of strife,

Stress in aimlessly roaming steps,
Searing high, in the realm of angst
life,

Love fought,

Strives for life and died

In silent sighs,

Uncared words engulfed the nightl

Ty s s i B R AR 1 U

Isms
by Daya Dissanayake
&ri Lanka

structuralism

modernism

post colonialism

post and post post modernism
sms

and more isms

to hamper
the writer
and tie his hand down

what does it really matter
to the writer
or the reader

should we write

to please

the critics

and the judges of lit awards
or for the lucre

filthy or not

Three Poems - Vanconver Canada.
Books Published: ( Poetry ) Lost In
the Morning Calm, Mirror Of
Dreams, Hall Open Door, A Kernel
of Truth, and Skipping Stones. Under
Publication: Tomorrow Never Comes
pnid Paraliel Lines

i Ay i e

Terracotia Passion

I live

like a Banvan root
hanging

waiting

to reach the earth
for soil to cling to
for nourishment
for rootedness.

Without you

Iam

hovering

waiting for your hands
to hold me

to infuse hope

to energize

to begin life.

With vou

I feel alive

1 embrace you

like a Banyan rool

that has reached the earth

and connected
to the sail

Desire ( Trishna )
She
way sad
tear stained face
and silent
why?
Without turning
she lifted her chin up,
and asked
Have vou seen an ant
dragging away the wings of a
butterfly?

No, 1
answerad.
That's good, can you write or

compaose?

What 1 asked.

A poem: a poem enticing a lover (o
make love

Why?

I inguired.

1 will shred it into million pieces
and burn it
She said.

Then without uttering a word
she got up and left
leaving behind silence.

8 LA Ty ey e SRS

look between the sights
hear between the words
feel between the heart
Smell between the minds
taste between the moments
there you will find

the magic
miracles and more,

Arxang
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Mot in jungles

but in cities,

Not the animals

but the humans,

They hunt not daily

But once in years,

And not like robbers or thieves
Hut

Like nobles,

With the consent of their prey.

A spear of false promises,

A knife of sweet words,

A rope of chanting slogans,
And eve-blinding dust

All they keep to hunt the prey,

And the one whose ARMS work
the best

And lead him to success

Eats his prey for years.

The losing hunters

With anger & despair,
Rebuke the successful one
And wish for his death
To accelerate their turn
To eat the same,

The Dame
Pashto Poem
by Ajmal Khattak

Translated by Arbab Daud

The sun was rising with its mighty
grace

As she left her house with a bright
face

She was like sun's bright rays in
the clear skies

Despite shining brilliance her
muodesty won the race

With smiling face she looked
around and hoshed

While baving eye contact with me,
she blushed

By God! The virgins of haven will
envy this beauty

With shyness even beautiful roses
will be Nushed

In a shawl, the vouth of a heavenly
virgin, was draped

Like a cherished dream, in holy
scents was she wrapped

While going she was swinging like
fresh tree branch

Like a drunk who enjoys being
handicapped

The echoes of her ankled,
avershadowed her bird-like
walking

With her small step, she made
melodious drumbeats look like
barking

Even her heartbeat held its breath
to her splendor

She stopped and looked at me as
she noticed me stalking

She changed her style and her
walking became swill

She will turn her head back but
maoved ahead with her drift

Her disturbance shows her
uncontrolled heartbeats

For her lover, she was obviously
taking a nlce gift

The bouguet in her hand Is surely
for her lover

Her thief-like looks still make my
mind hover

The fairy seemed undetermined as
she wandered vagrant

She changed track and to
necropolis just turned over

She stood for while, then dropped
and shattered

The beautiful rose and the
bouquet went all scattered

Owver a grayish grave lied our
beautiful dame

To whom the treasures of this
world even never mattered

Jasmines and Tulips were are all
lying down in dust

Her hair dispelled over everything,
with a thrust

She seemed to have a craving for
the fresh grave

Embracing disaster for a life
without lust

1 thought she will utter profanities
and loudly ery

By imagining her words, my
mouth went dry

She was lining the flowers on the
grave

And with a deep voice, gave her
words 4 try

Oh Martyr! Your death is your
sister's pride

Your bullet ridden body is what
this grave hide

Oh God! Bring a spring so that his
blood can turn into flowers

So that shawls of sisters make red
flags to turn the tide

e e L T ] et
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Poetry of the month

Our Editor Choice

WHAT IS WRONG

WITH THE WORLD?
By Shahroze Suzuki
Bahria University Karachi

What is wrong with the world?
The world that we see today...
What is wrong with the world?
"Everything" is the answer
everyone says

What is wrong with the world?
Where our most common visitor is
death

What is wrong with the world?
Where babies in their infancytake
their final breath

‘What is wrong with the world?
Where Killing is just another day's
work... :

What is wrong with the world?
When taking another’s life won't
result in tears - but a smirk

What is wrong with the world?
Where food is more scarce than
gold '

What is wrong with the world?
"Oh that's how it is"- is every time
what we are told

What is wrong with the world?
Where a saint is a sinner - and
God declared an illusion

What is wrong with the world?
Woere innocents are subjects of

horror and persecution

What is wrong with the world?

I'll tell you what - though you may
disagree...

What is wrong with the world?
We're free men dammit, yet were
waiting to be set free

What is wrong with the world?

Is that we sit and waste away in
wait....

What is wrong with the world?

Is that we look the other way -
have we accepted our fate?

What is wrong with world?
--...one answer after all the fuss
What is wrong with the world?
Sigh.....cciouvienannit's us!

The Last promise

by Shama Bukhari
Karachi

That freezing, silent December
night
Those homeless winds and their
plight
Even my shadow was not in sight -

Time stopped, stars wept all
through that night

Moon travelled a distant land
without moonlight

Sky hugged sobbing darkness with
mournful recite

Clouds wandered with tearless
eyes and no sight -

The room was calm as century
quite

The post light stood as a weeping
candle light

Flowers summoned grief to rule
that site - :
Weeping willow assigned me
sorrow though her right -

My father lay all pale and white
Gripping my hand with meager
might

His legendary strength nowhere to
fight

Looking onto 'my face in gloomy

twilight - :

And He wiped my tears that stony
night

Whispered, though it is hard to
write ' :
He uttered ' I love you ' and you
get it write

You will not weep, promise me
tonight -

And he left me to live and fight -
Mj; orphaned tears and
PROMISE of that night -
(a promise was made in painful
silence on 12 th Dec)

The Huntsmen
_ By
Atif Hanif Saqi

Here are some hunters
Hunting since ages,

Arxang
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