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Dﬂﬂy T'_iITlES Book Review

by: Dr. Amjad Parvez
Pakistani bom Amir Bin All is Iving in Japan since lorg. That Is why he says that his bock tiflad Aa3j ka Japan k& neither a fravalopwe nor &
compiiation of crilical essays bulltls & experiencs sharad,
Amir does nat spend his time in Tokyo or Osaka butin a town thal is mosty ctad with snow. Being & frequent fraveller, he gats (o absanve the
habits and culture of both rural and urban areas. Living in & small own has an edge that he gets to compare the traditional Japanese culture
with tha modern Jagan, the latier having strang Wester cullure inflsence. That i why Professor Soya Mena, Urdu department. Osaka
University says that it Is an interesting exercise io read a Pakistani view of Japanase cullurs, He befieves that Japenese who are famous for
their ‘neem baaz akhain' (dreamy eyes) arevary much inferesied in listaning toan outside vew of their society daspite that thay are scatisrad
on many kslands with the same facial features. Amir has maintained his Pasistani nationality daspite kving i Jepan for many years, This
reviwer agrees with Dr Khwaja Muhammad 2akariya, Professor Emeritus Urdu, Punjab Universify that despéle the destruction in the Warld
Viars, the pace with which Japan has risen to a highy developed industrial country with a strang sconomy bese is bacause of unity in all its
ranks unlike the sltuation in our country, The book under review compnses Amir's aricles pubished in newspapers from tme 1o ime, The
author himself has stated in the Infroduction that on the advice of the mizllectual late Ahmad Nadim Qasmi he hed staried sharirg hig
Bxpanances of Japan with ks ceuntrymen through his calumns in local newspapers: hence the author caming out of the baok wnder reviaw.
The: first absarvation of the author about Japanese peopls is that they alwaye have & smile on their faces, One recalls our Praphat
Mubammad (PEUH) saying that mesting pecale wilh 5 amile &= alsa a farm of charity. In the sacond arfiche the author discovers that peaple
that take less than five hours slaep, have more chances of losing their hair, aguating this observation with the leafs falling from the irees
during autumn, To-Amir, Tokyo Skoy Trea, the taliast minaset of the workd located In Tokyo locks likes a poplar tree standing in the middle of
whaat fieids. s & 634-mefra tall ires andits strenath was demonstrated when it stood erectbraving the largest earthquake thathit Japan.
Amirhas also sean a snow monkey na Japanese vallay.
The mast astonishing cbaarvation s Amir ecuating Japan with Allama kbal's observations (Pags44). In 1906, lgbal kad predicted Japan as a
rising starof Asia. Amir also informe that Urdu departments axist in Tokyo, Osaka ard Daito Banka LiniversHies and many studants leam Urduy
lznguage and research is being camied out an 'lqbaliast’ Amir has quoted couplets written on the degradation of Indian society with refarence
of Japan alsa like *intiha Bhi |s ki hei akhir khareedain kab talakichatdan, roomaal, musfer. pairefen Japan Selfpn| Ghaflat Ki Yehi Healat
Agar Qagm Rahlhaein Gei Ghusaal Kabul Se Kafan Japan Se'[itis amazing that the buying power has declined to such an exterit that we
are forced ta buy umbrefias, handkerchiefs and cothes from Japan, If we continus to lax for larg, cur dead bodies shall bs washed by
Kebulites and wrapped by Japanese — Page 45),
One has atways befleved that love is beyond logic but 83 per anather interesting revelation made by the author that In Waseeda University,
Osaka, love is teught &3 & subject. one keeps on wondering 2510 iova being beyand logic! Hare ramance is analysed both sclentifically and
togically. It ls amazing that with each day passing more famale students are taking admission in this course (Page 39), Then the author
discovers that Tokyo (like Lahare, Pakistan) is a city of interesting food, Then in Jepan, Muslims absarve the Holy manth of Ramadan with
gusto nd prafar opaning itin the mosques (page 58). Talking of custural differance between West and Easl Japanase parents stif have a rofe
in the selection of batier hatves of thair offshoots, 'Marriage Meetings” are held for this purpose (Page €0). Having sald that, the intemational
Bnancia crunch has also adversaly affected Japaness culture and only fast year mors than 250,000 divarees took placs. Jaganese ganatic
sentists have successhully carmied out expariments by changing the sex of famale 1o make penderin 300 chickan eggs and are conducting
these experiments on animals also. No wonder one day It may succesefully apply to humans alse (Page &d).
In the domain of educetion, Japanase systam is very slmple: s years in primany and three in the middle caurse,

Read Arxang Online . 2 too
www.amirbinali.com i Sy
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