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A different colour to Urdu literature

i = A .|.4: W By: Dr Amjad Parvez
é: ! Muhabbat Kei Do Rang
By: Amir Bin Ali
Nasta'aleeq Matbooaat, Lahore; Pp 128; Rz 200

The hook titled 'Muhabbat Kei Do Rang’ by Amir Bin Ali 3 basically filled writh
translations of poems by Gabriela Mistral {1389 - 1957 and Pablo Neruda {19404 -
1973). The question arises a5 1o why 1hese two Western poets have been selected by
Amir Bin All, who is 2 Pakistani by origin and presently resides in Japan, Perhaps it
i= because of the hardships Gabriela Minsiral faced in her childbood in Chili that
impressed Amir Bin Ali, Gabriela Minstral was the firse Latin American who received
a4 Nobel Pnize in 1945, She was three when her father died and at the gnder age of
fiffeen she had no option hut 10 leave her education mid-way and become assistant
teacher in 4 school in order to support her family.

Gabriela hid ndopted her name from rwo of her favourite poets, Gabriels De Anunczio and Fredrick Mistral. Due to the turmoil
she faced she had 10 change three cities during the period 1906 to 1912_ In 1918 she became a schoel director in Ponte Arena. Tn
1920 she met Pablo Nereda in Temuee. She accepted a scholarship from Mexicans and left Chili for good. Her first book "Tanhat®
{'Loneliness') was published in New York. In one of her poems, she used 'circle as metaphor, the poem is titled "Sab Daira Hei'.
The poem says that all the stars are like boys who are playing. The wheat crops are like a girls swaying her waist, The rivers are
like boys playing in carcles who dare to play games with the seas and storms. The sea waves are like sirds plaving in circles who
have lifted the earth in their hands und the earth 18 proud o exist. According to Dr. Anwaar Ahmad, Amir Bin Al hus seen the
present day ripe for celebrating the works of two greats in the domain of romantic poetry. That is why he named his book as
"Muhabbat Ket Do Bang” | the two colonrs of love)

The second legend that Atmir has chosen for translation in Urdy 1s Pablo Neruda. He was ten when his first poem was published.
He was twenty when he became a poet of intemational repute and his first book Muhabbat Ki Bees Nazmain' (Twenty poems of
love) was published. He remained strong and pursued his career as a poet even when his father did not support him. As a result, he
got jobs in embassies in Yangpon, Columbia, Taws in Asin and then in Beunis-Iris and Barcelona, He replaced Mistral as
Counciller in Madrid where he saw his friend Garcia Lorca getting rurdered by General Franco which tumed Neruda into o
commumst. Meruda's Iife story was revealed to the world when Neruds received the Wobel Prize for literature. A fter 1948 a5 the
communst Party wos banned, Neruda went underground and managed to flee to Argentine, Neruda also travelled to Europe,
China, India, Russia and Cevlon on the passport of his look-alike Megal, who also became a Nobel Laureate later on, In Mexico,
he managed to getits nationality. A novel was written in 1956 and a film titled "The Postman' was made in 1994 based on this trip
made by Neruda, Hereturned to his country in 1953 and remained there till his death

His sense of passion is ¢learly visible m hus poems. In his poem 'Jalta Chand' and ‘Bhari Aurat Aur Phal' {"Burmning mwoon' and
‘Blooming woman and fruit’) (Page 76) he disclosed the passion with which he loved his beloved in such a bold manner by sayi ng
thitt even if she appesrs in front of him with many of her lovers clinging to her body, he was still ready 12 start afresh with her.
Amir bin All is himself @ poet end columnist whe has always desired to bring his country's educational, political and economic
systern at par with that of Japan. His promise to his country is that of Love and that is why he has chosen 1o translate the selected
wuorks of the resistance pact, political cotne literary personality Pablo Meruda and Gabriela Minstral. By doing so, in the words of
De. Anwagr Ahmad, Chainman Mugtades, through his book Amir bin Ali has brought two influential colours of poetry in the
limehght. Tnconclusion, the book under review introdwees a totally different cobour to Urdi liteeaure!

(Courtesy: Daily Time)
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